
Use firewood that has been split and dried for 6 to 12 months. 
Burning dry firewood provides more heat, reduces the amount 
of fuel needed and releases less smoke into your home and 
your neighborhood. Dry firewood has less than 20% moisture 
content.
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4 Steps for  
Drying Firewood
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1. SPLIT: Split wood dries much faster. 

 � Split firewood so that it fits in your stove with 3 
inches to spare and so that it is no more than 
6 inches in diameter. 

 � Split small pieces for kindling.

2. STACK: Properly stacked wood allows air to 
circulate around the wood.

 � Build the firewood stack away from buildings.

 � Keep wood off the ground. Stack it on rails or 
build a wood shed.

 � Stack the wood in alternating directions with 
the split side down.

3. STORE: Keep rain and snow off by covering 
the stack correctly.

 � Stack wood in a covered structure or use  
a tarp to cover the top of the woodpile. 

 � Keep the sides of the pile open so air can 
circulate. 

 � Raise the cover slightly off the wood so  
moisture escapes.

 � In dry months, remove the tarp to speed up the 
drying process.

4. SAVE: Wood should dry for 6 to 12 months.

 � Be sure to plan ahead. It takes time for wood 
to dry.

 � Softwoods can take almost 6 months and 
hardwoods take up to 12 months to dry. 

 � Determine if wood is dry by testing it with a 
moisture meter (no more than 20% moisture 
content), or by looking for cracked ends and a 
sharp ringing sound when knocked together. 

How to Dry Firewood

For More Information Contact: 

Lucy Edmondson
EPA Region 10 Air Planning Unit

360.753.9082
edmondson.lucy@epa.gov 

Erin Mader
EPA Region 10 Tribal Air Program 

206.553.1254 
mader.erin@epa.gov
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